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THE. 


PREFACE. 


OZ HE Importunity of 


Friends, the Aſper- 


vines of our own Church, and 
not any overweening Conceit, 


I truſt, of the Worth of the 
_ Performance, were, amoneſt 


divers others, the Reaſons 


: that induced mo to permit 


the 


: frons of Enemies, the 
great Scarcity of Sermons on _ 


this Subject among the Di- = 


— ꝓỹ—— — — —— — 


— I rr Dan 
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= the Publication of this my 
= — Di ſcourſe. 


= What Reception it may | 
meet with from the Publick, | 
| # behoves me, for my own | 
| Sake, to be very little con- 
cerned about. But I humbly | 
hope, that as God was pleard | 
to give it ſurprizing Succeſs, | 
don delivered from the Pul- | 
qt. /o the ſame Gracious 
Being will continue to co-ope- 
rate with is from the Preſs: 
And then, if it be thereby | 
made inſtrumental towards 

the Coping any one Sin- 

- ner; 0 Confirming, any one 

7 Saint, 


1 


F vii 
Saint, J ſhall not 4 Nieten 
about the Cenſures that may 
be paſſed, either on the Sim- 

plicity of the Style, or on the 
7 outh of the Author. 


J hope it will be permitted 
me to add my hearty Wiſes, 

* that my Reverend Brethren, 

| zhe ie of the Church 
of England, 77 ſuch an one 

as may be worthy to call 
them Brethren) would more 
frequently entertain their 
People with Diſcourſes of this 
Nature, than they commonly 
do: And that they would not, 
out of a ſervile Fear of diſ- J 


Uh me 


[wi] 
E plea 7 10 fene particular Per- 


ſons, fail to declare the whole 


Will of GOD 70 their reſpe- 
dlive Congregations, nor ſuf- 

fer their People to reſt ſatiſ- 

| fied with the Shell and Sha- 

\ dow of Religion, evithout ac- 
quuainting them with the Na- 

| ture and Neceſſity of that In- 

| ward Holineſs, and Vital Pu- 

| rity of Heart, which their 

' Profeſſion obliges them to 

4̃8ỹ᷑«ſ ire after, and without 

_ which no Man living can com- 


* * Foe Log. 
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2 Cox. V. 17. 


If any Man be in Chriſt, he 
is a new Creature. 


TION, or NEW BIRTH in CHRIST 

W, JESUS, tho one of the moſt fun- 
@ damental Doctrines of our holy 
Religion ; though ſo plainly and often preſſed 
on us in ſacred Writ, © that he that runs may 


c read;” nay, though it is the very Hinge on 


which the Salvation of each of us turns, and 
aPoint too in which all /cere Chriſtians, of 
whatever Denomination, agree; yet is ſo ſel. 
dom conſidered, and fo little experimentally 
_ underſtood by the Generality of Profeſſors, 
that wete we to judge of the Truth of it by 

B the 


T* 


the Experience of moſt who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, we ſhould be apt to imagine they 
had © not ſo much as heard”. whether there 


be any ſuch thing as Regeneration or no. It 


is true, Men, for the moſt part, are Orthodox 


in the common Articles of their Creed; they 


believe there is but one God, and one Medi- 
ator between God and Man, even the Man 
CHRIST JESUS; and that there is no other 
Name given under Heaven, whereby they can 
be ſaved, beſides His: But then tell them, 
They muſt be ReGeNtRATE, they muſt be 


BoRN AGAIN, they muſt be renewed in the 


very Spirit, i. e. in the inmoſt Faculties of 
their Minds, ere they can truly call Chriſt 
Lord, Lord, or have any Share in the Merits 
of his precious Blood; and they are ready to 
cry out with Nzcodemus, © How can theſe | 


„ things be?” Or with the Athenians, on 


"cher Occaſion, cc What will this Babler 
4 ſay? He ſeemeth to be a Setter. forth of F 
« 2 Dodrines, becauſe we preach unto 
92 them Chriſt, and | the New Birth. = 


Tur 1 may therefore contribute my Mite E 
2 towards curing the fatal Miſtake of ſuch Per- 
ſons, who would thus put aſunder what God | 
has inſeparably Joined together, and vainly ? 
: * 1 


> 


Wk 


C3 7 


expect to be juſtified by Chriſt, z. e. have their 
Sins forgiven, unleſs they arc alſo ſanctified, 
. e. have their Natures changed, and made 
holy; I ſhall beg leaveto inlarge on the Words 
of the Text in the following manner. 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to explain what is 


meant by Being in Chriſt, © if any Man 
ce be in Chriſt 4 


Se, : What we are to underſtand by 


being a New Creature: © If any Man 
75 Fg m Chriſt, fays the nt he ig 
95 new Creature.” 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall produce ſome A rguments 


to prove //þy we muſt be new Creatures 
ere we can be / 21 nit. 


Fourthly and Leih, I ſhall draw ſome In- 
' ferences from what will have been deli- 
vered, and then conclude with a Word 
or two of cen from the Whole. 5 


Aud firſt then, Iam to endeavour to ex- 


plain what is meant by this Expreſſion in the 


Text, ＋＋ any Man be in al 


* No W 


[4] 
Now a Perſon may be ſaid to be in Chriſt 
two Ways Firſt, only by an outward Pro- 


feſſion. And in this Senſe, every one that is 


| 5 called a Chriſtian, or baptized into Chriſt's Ny 
| Church, may be ſaid to be in Chriſt. But | 
| that this is not the ſole Meaning of the Apo- I 
| file's Phraſe now before us, is evident, becauſe 
IN then <« every one that names the Name of 

3 «« Chriſt,” or is baptized into his viſible Church, 

ET would be a new Creature. Which is notori- 

[ | ouſly falſe, it being too plain, beyond all Con- 

j tradition, that comparatively but few of thoſe 1 
that are © born of Water,” arc e born of the 2 
N « Fpirit” likewiſe; or, to uſe another Scrip- 1 
0 | tural way of ſpeaking, Many are baptized with b 
| Water, which were never, effectually. at leaſt, 3 
opined with the Holy Ghoſt. = | 
n - | 3.55 

q .T'0 be in Enn ir etetote⸗ in the full 


Import of the Word, muſt certainly mean 
ſomething more than a bare outward Profeſ- 
ſion, or being called after his Name. For, as 

this ſame Apoſtle tells us, cc All are not Iſra- 

« elites that are of 1ſrael,” i. e. when applied 

to Chriſtianity, all are not real Chriſtians that 

are nommally ſuch. Nay, that is ſo far from 

being the Caſe, that our Bleſſed LoRD him- | 

1 ſelf informs us, That many that have prophe- : 
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| fied or preached in his Name, and in his Name 


caſt out Devils, and done many wonderful 
Works, ſhall notwithſtanding be diſmiſſed at 


the laſt Day with a © Depart from me, I know 
<« you not, ye Workers of Iniquity.” 


IT remains therefore, that this Expreſſion, 


If any Man be in Chriſt, muſt be underſtood 
ina ſecond and cloſcr Signification, vi g. to 


be in him ſo as to Partake of the Benefits of 5 


his Sufferings. To be in him not only by an 
= outward Profeſſion, but by an inward Change 


and Purity of Heart, and Cohabitation of his 
Holy Spirit. To be zn bim ſo as to be myſti- 


cally united to him by a true and lively Faith, 


and thereby to receive ſpiritual Virtue from 
him, as the Members of the natural Body do 


from the Head, or the Branches from the 


Vine. To be in him in ſuch a manner as the 


| Apoſtle, ſpeaking of himſelf, acquaints us he 
knew a Perſon was, I knew a Man in ChRIsr, 


ſays he, 7. e. a true Chriſtian ; or, as he bim- 


ſelf deſires to be ; in CHRIST, when he wiſhes, 


in his Epiſtle to the Philippians, that he might 
be found 1 him. 


"A is ; undoubtedly t the full I Pon of 5 
Apoſtles Expreſſion in the Words of the Text; 
eee e * A 


£84 


fo that what he ſays in his Epiſtle to the No. 


mans about Circumciſion, may very well be 


applied to the preſent Subject, vis. That he 


is not a real Chriſtian, who is only one out- 
wardly; nor is that true Baptiſm, which is 


only outward in the Fleſh. But he is a true 


Chriſtian, who is one zwardly, whoſe Bap- 


tiſm is that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and 


not merely in the Mater, whoſe Praiſe is not 


of Man, but of Gop. Or, as he ſpeaketh in 


another Place, Neither Circumciſion or Un— 


circumciſion availeth any thing of itſelf, but 


a new Creature. Which amounts to what he 


here declares in the Verſe now under Conſi— 


deration, that if any Man be truly and pro- 
85 perly in Cunler, he is a New Creature. 


War we atc to andcifiand by being a 
New Creature, was the next and ſecond 
general Thing to be conſidered. 


Ap here it is evident at the firſt View, 
that this Expreſſion is not to be ſo explained 
as tho there was a Phyſical Change required 


to be made i in us, 2. e. as tho we were to be 


reduced to our primitive Not hings, and then 


created and formed again. For, ſuppoſing we 
were, as Nicodemis ignorantly imagined, to 
818 enter 


EF 3 

enter 4a ſecond time into our Mother's 
« Womb, and be born,” alas! what would it 
contribute towards rendring us ſpiritually new 
Creatures? ſince that which was born of Fleſh 
would be Fleſh till, 2. e. we ſhould be the 
ſame carnal Perſons as ever, being derived 
from carnal Parents, and conſcquently recciv- 
ing the Seeds of all manner of Sin and Cor- 
ruption from them. No, it only means, that 
we mult be ſo altered as to the Qualitics and 
Tempers of our Minds, that we muſt intirely 
forget what manner of Perſons we once were. 

As it may be ſaid of a Piece of Gold that was 
in the Orc, aſter it has been cleanſed, purified 


and poliſhed, that it is a new Piece of Gold; 


As it may be ſaid of a bright Glaſs that has 
been covered over with Filth, when it is wiped, 
and ſo become tranſparent and clear, that it 

is a new Glaſs: Or, as it might be ſaid of 
Naaman, when he recovered of his Leproſy, 
and his Fleſh returned unto him like the Fleſh 
| of a young Child, that he was a new Man; 
ſo our Souls, tho ſtill the fame as to Eſſence, 
yet are ſo purged, purified and cleanſed from 
their natural Droſs, Filth and Leproly, by the 
bleſſed Influences of the Holy Spirit, that 277 | 

may properly! be faid to be made anew. 


| 3 


£87 


How this glorious Change is wrought in 


the Soul, cannot eaſily be explained. For no 


One knows the Ways of the Spirit, ſave the 
Spirit of Gop Himſelf. Not that this ought 
to be any Argument againſt this Dodtrive x 


for, as our Bleſſed Lorp obſcrved to Nico- 
demus, when he was diſcourſing on this very 
Subject, The Wind, ſays he, bloweth where 


it liſteth, and thou heareſt the Sound thereof, 
but knoweſt not whence it cometh, and whi- 
ther it gocth; and if we are told of natural 
Things, and we underſtand them not, how. 


much leſs ought we to wonder, if we cannot 


immediately account for the inviſible Work- 
ings of the Holy Spirit? The Truth of the 
Matter is this: The Doctrine of our Regene- 
ration, or New Birth in CHñRISTH JEsvs, is 
c dark and hard to be underſtood” by the 
natural Man. But that there is really ſuch a 
Thing, and that each of us muſt be ſpiritually 
born again, before we can enter into the King- 
dom of Gop; or, to keep to the Terms made 
uſe of in the Text, muſt be new Creatures 


before we can be in Cnnlsr, 1 ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew under wy. 7 
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Third general Head, in which I was to pro- 
duce ſome Arguments to prove, My 
we mult be new Creatures, in order to 


qualify us for being ſavingly in CHRIST, | 


AND here one would think it ſufficient to 
affirm, that Gop himſelf, in his holy Word, 


_ hath told us ſo. For, not to mention many 
Texts that might be produced out of the O 


Teſtament to prove this Point, (and indecd, 
by the way, one would wonder how Nzco- 


demus, who was a Teacher in Iſracl, and 


who was therefore to inſtruct the People in 
the ſpiritual Meaning of the Law, ſhould be 
ſo ignorant of this grana Article, as we find 


he really was, by his asking our Bleſſed Logp, 


when he was preſſing on him this Topick, 
« How can theſe things be?” Surely, he could 


not forget how often "the Plalmiſt had begg'd 
of Gop, to make him a new Heart, and re— 


new a right Spirit within him; as likewiſe, 


how frequently the Prophets had warned the 


People to make them new Hearts, and new 


Minds, and ſo turn unto the Lorp their Gop. 


But not to mention theſe and ſuch like Texts 


out of the Old Teſtament) this Doctrine is ſo 
3 plainly and often repeated in the New, that, 
as | obleryed before, He that runs may read.“ 


8 For 


[107] 


For what ſays the great Prophet and Inſtructor 


of the World himſelf? Except a Man (i. e. 


every one that is naturally engendred of the 
Offspring of Adam) be born again of Water 


and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Ring- 
dom of God. And leſt we ſnould be apt to 
ſlight this Aſſertion, and, Njcodemus-like, re- 
ject the Doctrine, becauſe we cannot imme- 


diately explain, How this thing can be; our 


Bleſſed Maſter therefore affirms it, as it were, 


by an Oath, Verily, verily, J ſay unto you, or, 


as it may be read, I the Amen; I, who am 


Truth itſelf, ſay unto you, that it is the un- 
altcrable Appointment of my heavenly Father, 


that unleſs a Man be born again, he cannot 


enter iuto the Kingdom of Gor. 


| Acres ABLE tO this are thoſe many Paſſages 
we meet with in the Epiſtles, where we are 
commanded to be renewed in the Spirit, i. e. 


as Was before explained, in the inmoſt Facul- 2 
ties of our Minds; to put off the Old Man, 
which is corrupt ; and to put on the New JF 


Man, which is created after Gop, in Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs ; That O1 Things 


muſt paſs away, and that all Things muſt be- 
come New; That we arc to be ſaved by the 
Waſhing of Aare, and the Renewing 


. N 


me 


* 


1 
1 


Cn] 


of the Holy Gos r. Or, eule Was 


3 there no other Paſſage to be produced beſides. 


the Words of the Tcxt, it would be full 
enough, ſince the Apoſtle therein poſitively 
affirms, that I any Man be in CHRIST, he is 
4 new C reature. | 


Now what can be underſtood by all theſe 


different Terms of being born again, of pu- 


ting off the Old Man, and putting on the 


New, of being renewed in the Spirit of our 
Minds, and becoming new Creatures ; but 
that Chriſtianity requires a thorough, real, in- 


ward Change of Heart? Do we think theſe, 


and ſuch-like Forms of ſpeaking, are mere 
Metaphors, Words of a bare Sound, without 


any real ſolid Signification ? Indeed, it is to 
be feared, ſome Men would have them inter- 


preted ſo; but, alas! unhappy Men! they are 
not to be envied their Metaphorical Interpre- 
tation: It will be well, if they do not inter- 
= pret themſclyes out of their Salvation. 


MvuLTITUDES of other Texts might be pro- 


duced to confirm this ſame Truth ; but thoſe 
already quoted are fo plain and convincing, 


that one would imagine no one ſhould deny 


itz were we not told, There are ſome, who 


) 


— 
— ä CU II "—_ 
„ 


[12] 


& having Eyes, ſee not, and Ears, hear not, 
« and that will not underſtand with their 
& Hearts, or hear with their Ears, leſt they 
«© ſhould be converted, and CHRIST ſhould 


ce heal them.” 


Bur proceed to a ſecond Argument to 


prove, Why we muſt be new Creatures, in 
order to be rightly in Carisr. And that 
ſhall be taken from the Purity of Gop, and 
the preſent. _ and polluted State of 
Man. 


No Gon is deſcribed: in Holy Scripture 
and [ ſpeak to thoſe who profeſs to know 
the Scripture) as a Spirit; as a Being of ſuch 
infinite Sanctity, as to be of purer E yes than 
to behold Iniquity as to be ſo tranſcendently 


Holy, that it is ſaid the very Heavens are 


not clean in his Sieht; and the Angels them. 
ſelves he chargeth "with: Folly. On the other 
hand, Man is deſcribed (and every Regenerate 
Perſon Will find it true by his own Experi- 
ence) as a Creature altogether conceived and | 
born in Sin; as having no good Thins dwell- 
ing in him; as being erna ſold under Sin; 
nay, as having a Mind which is Enmity with 27 
So, and ſuch- like. And ſince then there | 
-—I$-- 


ts 


2 


Es 
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js ſuch an infinite Diſparity, can any one con- 


ccive how ſuch a filthy, corrupted, polluted 
Wretch can dwell with an infinitely pure and 
holy Gop, before he is changed, and rendered, 


in ſome meaſure, like him? Can He, that is 
ol purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, dwell 


with it? Can He, in whoſe Sight the Heavens 
are not clean, delight to dwell with Unclean- 
neſs itſelf? No; we might as well ſuppoſe 


| Light to have Communion with Darkneſs, 


or CHRIST to have Concord with Belial. But 
J pats on ro a 


Rs ad to make good the Apo- 


Z file's Aﬀertion in the Text, which ſhall be 


founded on the Conſideration of the Nature 
of that Happineſs Gop has prepared for thoſe 
chat unbegnoo'y: love him. 


To enter indeed on a minute and particu- 


lar Deſcription of Heaven, would be vain and 


preſumptuous, ſince we are told, that Eye 
hath not /eer, nor Ear heard, neither: hath 


it entred into the Heart of Man to conceive, 
| the Things that are there prepared for the 


17. ncere Follewers of the Holy Asus. Hows 
ever, this we may venture to affirm in the 
| general, that as Gop is a 4 , fo the Hap- 

Pact ; 
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pineſs he has laid up for his People is ſpiritual 


likewiſe ; and conſequently, unleſs our carnal 


Minds are changed, and become ſpiritualized, 
we can never be made meet to partake of that 
Inheritance with the Saints in Light. 


Ir is true, we may flatter ourſelves, that, 
ſuppoſing we continue in our natural corrupt 
Eſtate, and carry all our Luſts along with us, 
we ſhould, notwithſtanding, reliſh Heaven, 
was Gop to admit us therein. And ſo we 


might, was it a Mahometan Paradiſe, wherein 


we were to take our full Swing in ſenſual 
Delights. But ſince its Joys are only ſpiri- 
tual, and no unclean Thing can poſlibly enter 
thoſe bleſſed Manſions, thane is an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of our being changed, and undergoing 
a total Renovation of our depraved Natures, 
before we can have a Taſte or Reliſh of 
thoſe aer caly: Pleaſures, | 


Ir is, doubtleſs, for this Reaſon, that the a 4 
Apoſtle declares it to be the irrevocable Decree 
of the Almighty, that withour Holineſs, 4. e. 


without being made pure by Regeneration, 


and having the Image of God thereby rein. 
ſtamped upon the Soul, no Man living ſhall 
fee! the Lord. And it is very obſervable, thar 


our 


1 


L 15 I 
our Divine Maſter, in the famous Paſſage be- 
fore referred to, concerning the abſolute Ne- 


cebſſity of Regeneration, does not ſay, unleſs 


1 Man be born again, he SHALL Nor, but 
unleſs a Man be born again, he CanNnor enter 
into the Kingdom of GoD. For it is founded 


7 in the very Nature of Things, that unleſs 


we have Diſpoſitions wrought in us ſuitable 


and anſwerable to the Objects that are to en- 
tertain us, we can take no manner of Com- 
% placency or Satisfaction in them. For In- 
ſtance; What Delight can the moſt harmo- 


nious Muſi ck afford a deaf, or what Pleaſure 


the moſt excellent P;&ure give a blind Man? 

Can a taſteleſs Palate reliſh the richeſt Dain- 
ties, ora filthy Swine be pleaſed with the fineſt 

Garden of Flowers? No: And what Reaſon 


can be aſſigned for it? An Anſwer is ready; 
Becauſe they have neither of them any Tem- 


pers of Mind correſpondent or agreeable to 


what they are to be diverted with. And thus 


itt is with the Soul hereafter. For Death makes 
no more Alteration in the Soul, than as it 
inlarges its Faculties, and makes it capable of 
9 receiving deeper Impreſſions either of Plea- 
= ſure or Pain. If it delighted to converſe with 
600 here, it will be tranſported with the Sight 


of his glorious Majeſty hereafter. If it was 
plceaſed 


[16 } 
pleaſed with the Communion of Saints on 
Earth, it will be infinitely more ſo with the 
Communion and Society of holy Angels, and 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect in Heaven. 
But if the Oppoſite of all this be true, we may 


 Gop himſelf to admit it (which he never will 


is Time for me to haſten to the 


demption will not be complete without it. 


5 End of our Bleſſed LoRD's Coming, we ſhall 


OY 


aſſure ourſelves, it could not be happy, was 


do) into the Regions of the Bleſſed. But it 


Founmit and laſt Argument 1 ſhall offer tc 
prove, that we muſt be yew Creatures ere we 
can be in CHRIST, vi. becauſe CHRIST's Re- 


Ir we reflect indeed on the firſt and chief 


find it was to ſave us from our Sins, to be a 
Propitiation for our Sins, to give his Life a 
Ranſom for many. But then, if the Benefits 
of our Dear Redeemer's Death were to extend 
no further than barely to procure Forgiveneſs 
of our Sins, we ſhould have as little Reaſon 
to rejoice in it, as a poor condemned Crimi- 
nal that is ready to periſh by ſome fatal Diſ- 
_ exſe, would have in receiving a Pardon from = 
his Judge. For Chriſtians would do well to 
conſider, that chere is not only a Teaal: Hin- = 


3 
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drance to our Happineſs, as we are Breakers 
of Gop's Law, but alſo a moral Impurity in 


XZ our Natures, which renders us incapable of 


enjoying Heaven, (as hath been already proy'd) 


till ſome mighty Change hath been wrought 
in us. It is neceſſary therefore, in order to 
* make ChRIS T's Redemption complete, that we 
Z ſhould have a Grant of Gop's Holy Spirit to 


change our Naturcs, and ſo prepare us for the 
Enjoyment of that Happineſs our Sari tour has 


1 e by his precious Blood. 


AcCcoRDINGLY the poly Scriptures inform 


aus, that whom CHRIST juſtifies, i. e. (as we 
ſaid before) whole Sins he forgives, thoſe he 


alſo ſanctiſies, i. e. purifics and cleanſes, and 


4 totally changeth their corrupted Natures: 
*Z Nay, in one Place of Scripture, Sancliſication 
is put before 7u/?zfication, on purpoſe, as it 


were, to convince us that there is no Salva- 


tion to be had without it. But ye are waſhed, 
1 ſays the Apoſtle, but ye are ſanttified : ; and - 
: 4 then follows, but ye are Juſtified. As the 


Scripture alſo ſpeaketh in another Place, 


6 CunisTisto us Juſtification, Sanctification, 
= < and then Redemption. Let this therefore 


be admitted as another indiſputable Argu- 


| ment t why WC mult be new Creatures, ere we 


D can 


[13] 
can be in CHRIST, becauſe without it ChRkisr 
is dead in vain. 


L 


PROCEED we now to the next general IF 


Thing propoſed, ve. To draw ſome In- 
ferences from what has been delivered. 


Ap Firſt then, If he that is in CHRIST 


muſt be a new Creature, this may ſerve as a 
Reproof for ſome, who reſt in a bare Per- 
formance of outward Duties, without per- 


ceiving any real zyward Change of Heart. 


Wr may obſerve a great many Perſons to 


— Þe very punctual in the regular Returns of 
| publick and private Prayer, as likewiſe of re- 
ceiving the Holy Communion, and perhaps, | 
now and then too, in keeping a Faſt. Add 

ſo far we grant they do well. But then here | 
is the Misfortune, they reſt barely in the Uſe 
of the Mcans, and think all is over, when 
they have juſt complicd with theſe ſacred In- 
ſtitutions: Whereas, were they rightly in- 
formed, they would conſider, that all the in- 
ſtituted Means of Grace, as Prayer, Faſting, 
Hearing and Reading the Word of Gop, Re- = 
_ cciving the Bleſſed Sacrament, and ſuch like, 
are no further ſerviceable to us, than as they 
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are found to make us zzwardly better, and to 


carry on the ſpiritual Life in the Soul. 


Ir is true, they are Means, and Eſſential 


ones too; but then they are only Means; they 


are Part, but not the hole of Religion: 

For if ſo, Who more religious than the Pha- 
riſee? who faſted twice in the Weck, and 
gave Tythes of all that he poſſeſſed, and yet 


1 Was not juſtified, as our Saviour himſelf ! In- 


forms us, in 1 the Sight of Gop. 


You perhaps, like the e Phariſee, x may faſt 
often, and make long Prayers; you may, with 


2 Herod, hear good Sermons gladly; or, as 


Judas himſelf, in all Probability, did, receive 
the Bleſſed Sacrament. But yet, if you con- 
tinue vain and trifling, immoral or worldly- 


minded in your Converſations, and differ 


from the reſt of your Neighbours barely in 
going to Church, or in complying with fome | 


2 outward Performances, are you better than 


they ? No, in no wiſe: You are by far much 
worſe, becauſe thoſe that wholly neglect the 
Means, are anſwerable only for omitting the 
Uſe of God's Ordinances ; whereas if you uſe 


them, and at the ſame time abuſe them, by 


not letting them produce their intended 
* Effect, 


* * 22 -* 
—— — ——— — 
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a Effect, you thereby encourage others to think 


there is nothing in them, and therefore muſt 
expect to © receive the greater Damnation.” 


But, Secondly, If he that is in CHRIST muſt 
be a new Creature, then this may check the 


groundleſs Preſumption of another Claſs of 


Profeſſors, who reſt in the Attainment of ſome 


Moral Virtues, and falſely imagine they are 


good Chriſtians, if they are juſt in their Deal. 


ings, arc temperate in their Diet, and do Hurt 
Or Violence t to no Man. | 


Bur if this was all that is requiſite to make 


us Chriſtians, Why might nor the Heathens 
olf old be good Chriftians; who were remark- 
able for 1 Virtues? Or St. Paul, before 
his Converſion, who tells us, That then he 


lived in all good Conſcience, and was, touch, 
ing the Law, blameleſs? And yet, after his 
Converſion, we find he renounces all Depen- 
dence on Works of this Nature, and only 
deſires to be found in CHRIST, and to know 


the Power of his Reſurrection, 1. e. to have an 
5 experimental Proof of receiving the HoLY = 
 Gnosr, purchaſed for him by the Death, 
and cenſured and applied to him by the Reſur- 


rection, of JESUS CHRIST. 


Tur 


„„ 
Tu Sum of the Matter is this: Chriſſ- 
anity includes Morality, as Grace does Rea- 
ſon; but if we are only mere Moraliſts, if we 


are not inwardly wrought upon, and changed 
by the powerful Operations of the Holy Spirit, 


and our Moral Actions proceed from a Prin- 
ciple of a new Nature, however we may call 
ourſelves Chriſtians, it is to be feared we ſhall 
be found naked at the Great Day, and in the 


Number of thoſe, who vainly depend on their 


own Righteouſneſs, and not on the Righte- 
ouſneſs of JESUs CHRIST, imputed to and in- 
herent in them, as neceſſary to their eternal 


Salvation. mu 


r Non „ Thirdly, will this Doctrine leſs con- 


demn thoſe, who reſt in a Partial Amend- 

ment of themſelves, without going on to Per- 

6 | fection, and experiencing a thorough, rcal, 
5 inward Change of Heart, 


A little Acquaintance with the World will | 
furniſh us with Inſtances of no ſmall Number 


of Perſons, who, perhaps, were before openly 

5 * profane; but ſecing the ill Conſequences of 

A their Vice, and the many worldly Inconve- 
niencies it has reduced them to, on a ſudden, 


as it were, grow Civilized ; and thereupon 
FN RE os N fater 


[24] 
Do we-renounce ourſelves, take up our Croſſes, WM 
and follow CHRIST? If ſo, we are in that 
narrow Way which leads to Life: We are, at 
leaſt ſhall ! in Time, become new Creatures in 
CHRIST. The good Secd is ſown in our | 
Hearts, and will, if duly water'd and nouriſh'd 
by a regular perſevering Uſe of all the Means 
of Grace, grow up to eternal Life. But, on 
the contrary, if we have only heard, and know 
not experimentally, whether there be any 
HoLy GHosr; if we are Strangers to Faſting, 
Watching and Prayer, and all the other ſpiri- 
_ tual Exerciſes of Devotion; if we are content 2 
9100 to go in the broad Way, merely becauſe we >. 
{ fee moſt other People do ſo, without once 
reflecting whether it be the right one or not; 
in ſhort, if we are Strangers, nay, Enemics to 
1 the Croſs of CHRIST, by leading Lives of 
438 Softneſs, Worldly. mindedneſs, and ſenſual 
{© Pleaſure, and thereby make others think, that 
ol | _ Chriſtianity is but an empty Name, a bare e 
| | formal Profeſſion; if this be the Caſe, I ſay, 
1 then CHRIST is as yet dead in vain as to as; 
we are yet under the Guilt of our Sins; we 
are unacquainted with that true and thorough 
Converſion, which alone can intitle us to the 
Salvation of © our Souls, On 
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Bur, Beloved, Iam perſuaded better Things 
of you, and Things that accompany Salvation- 
WW tho' we thus ſpeak ; and humbly hope, that 
| you are fully and heartily convinced, that no- 
thing but the Wedding Garment of a new 
Nature, can gain Adinitfion for you at the 
x Marriage Feaſt of the Supper of the Lamb ; 
that you are ſincerely perſuaded, that he that 
3 | hath not the Spirit of CHRIST, is none of his; 
; and that, unleſsthe SPIRIT, which raiſed JESUS 
from the Dead, dwell in you here, neither 
will your mortal Bodies be quickened by the 
blame SpixTT to dwell with him hereafter. 
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Lr nie therefore (as was propoſed in the 

laſt Place) earneſtly exhort you, in the Name 
of our Lord IE sus CRISr, to act ſuitable to 

thoſe Convictions, and to live as Chriſtians, 
that are commanded in Holy Writ, to put off 
3 their former Converſation concerning the C 
Alan, and to put on the New Man, which is 
created after Gob, i in 1 Righrcouſnels and true 
5 Holine ls . 


3 Ir muſt be owned 1 that this! is a great "= 
3 and difficult W ork 3 but, bleſſed be Go, it 
3 is not impoſlible. 55 Many Thouſands of happy 
I | Souls haye been aſſiſted by a Divine Power to 
3 . bring 
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Succeſs? Is Gop's Hand ſhortened, that it can- 


[26] 


bring it about, and why ſkould We deſpair of 


not ſave? Was He the Gop of our Fathers; 
is He not the Gop of their Children alſo? Yes, A 
doubtleſs, of their Children alſo. It is a Task 4 a 


likewiſe that will put us to ſome Pain; it wil! 


oblige us to part with ſome Luſt, to break 


with ſome Friend, to mortify tome beloved 
Paſſion, which may be exceeding dear to us, 
and perhaps as hard to leave, as to cut off a 


right Hand, or pluck out a right Eye. But 
what of all this? Will not the being made a 3 
real living Member of CHRIST, a Child of 


God, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, abundantly make Amends for all this 
Trouble? Undoubtedly It will. _ Laſtly, Set- 2 
ting about and carrying on this great and ne- 5 f 


ceſſary Work, perhaps may, nay, aſſuredly 


will, expoſe us to the Ridicule of the unthin- 
ing Part of Mankind, who will wonder, that 
we run not into the ſame Exceſs of Riot with 


themſelves; and becauſe we may deny our 


ſinful Appetites, and are not conformed to 
this World, being commanded in Scripture to 1 
do the one, and to have our Converſation in 
Heaven in Oppoſi tion to the other, they may 1 
count our Lives Folly, and our End to be 
without Honour. But will not the being 


num. 


LY 1 
numbered among the Saints, and ſhining 2 
the Stars for ever and ever, be a more than 
ſufficient Recompence for all the Ridicule, 
Calumny, or Reproach, we can poſlibly meet 
with here? 


IN DEE D, was there no other Reward at- 
tended a thorough Converſion, but that Peace 


of Gop, which is the unavoidable Conſequence 
of it, and which, even in this Life, paſſeth 


all Underſtanding, We ſhould have great Rea— 


ſon to rejoice. But when we conſider this is 


the leaſt of thoſe Mercies Gop has prepared 
for thoſe that are in CHRIST mew Creatures ; 
that this is but the Beginning of an eternal 
Succeſſion of Pleaſures ; that the Day of our 


= Deaths, which the unconverted, unrenewed 
Sinner muſt ſo much dread, will be, as it 


were, but the fr/# Day of our new Births, 


and open to us an everlaſting Scene of Hap- 
3 pineſs and Comfort; in ſhort, if we remem- 
ber, that they who are regenerate and born 


again, have a real Title to all the glorious Pro. 


miſes of the Goſpel, and are infallibly certain 
of being as happy, both here and hercafter, as 
an All-wiſe, All-gracious, All- powerful Gop 
can make them; methinks, every one that N 


"as but the leaſt Concern for the Saly ation of 
I 2 5 his 


0 18 * 
A his precious, his immortal Soul, having fuck. 
Will \ Promiſes, ſuch an Hope, ſuch an Eternity of ä 
5 Happineſs ſet before him, ſhould never ceaſe 3 
5 8 watching, praying, and ſtriving, till he find a 
|| | real, inward, ſaving Change wrought in his 
UH Heart; and thereby knoweth of a Truth, that 
be dwells in ChRIsr, and Chgisr in him; 
© that he is a new Creature in CHRIST; that he 

if is therefore a Child of Gop ; that he is already 
5 an Inheritor, and will ere long, if he endure 
| | 0 the" End, de n actual Poſſeſſor of the 
4ſt Kingdom of Heaven, 


Wurch Gov of his Infinite Mercy grant, 
through JESUS CHRIST our r LoD. 
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8 10. The Dvry of frequenting the Publick Service of the 
Church of Ernglaxd. Wherein the Beauty and Excellency 
pdf the Book of Common Prayer are explained to the mean- 
+ &# eſt Capacities. In a Dialogue between a Clergyman and 
11 hbais Pariſhioner. By Thomas Bate. Price 6 d. or 2 J. 28. 
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Church of England. Price 1s. 64. 


Bool printed for C. Rivington. 
11. The Durx of Parents and Maſters of Families, with 


regard to the good Education and ſober Demeanour of 


their Children and Servants. By Clement Ellis, late Rector 


of Kirby in Nottinghamſhire. Price 15. or 10s. per Dozen. 


12. The CHuRcn of England Man's Companion in the 


. Cloſet: or A CONN Manual of private Devotions; col- 
r 


lected from the Writings of Archbithop Laud, Biſhop An- 
drews, Biſhop Kenn, Dr. Hickes, Mr. Kettlewell, Mr. Spimtkes, 
and other eminent Divines of the Church of England. With 
a Preface by the Rev. Mr. Spinckes. The Sixth Edition. 


Price 36. „ 
13. The CHRISTIAN's Sure Guide to Contentment; in 


ſeveral Practical Diſcourſes on that Important Subject, ſuited 
to the Conditions of a Chriſtian Life. By a Divine of the 


14. An HisroRIcAL. Diſſertation on Idolatrous Cor- 


ruptions in Religion, trom the Beginning of the World: 


And on the Methods taken by Divine Providence in re- 
forming them. 9 8 


In the Courſe whereof the Divine Origin of the Law of 
Moſes is proved againſt the Objections of ſuch as havs 
thous 


ght that Law deducible from the Rights and Cuſtoms 
of the Egyptians, and other Gentiles. = 
And in which divers Cavils of the Deiſts againſt Reve- 


lation are occaſionally conſidered. By the Rev. Dr. Young. 


In Two Volumes in 8vo. Price 9s. 


15. ENGLAND's Black Tribunal; containing, 1. The 


complete Trial of King Charles the Firſt, by the pretended 
High Court of Juſtice in Weſtminſter-Hall, begun Fan. 20, 


1648. Together with his Majeſty's Speech on the Scaffold, 
erected at Whitehall Gate, or Tueſday Fanuary 30, 1648. 
2. The Loyal Martyrology : or, A perfect Relation of the 
Bufferings and Death of the Nobility, Gentry, and others, 
who were inhumanly ſacrificed for their Loyalty to their 


Sovereigns King Charles I. and II. Together with their 


ſeveral Dying Speeches. 3. An Hiſtoricas Regiſter of the 
Lords, Knights, and Gentlemen, who were ſlain in Defence 
of their King and Country, during the Unnatural Rebel- 
oon, begun in 1641. 4. The Loyal Confeſſors, in a brief 
Account of the moſt eminent Sufferers, by Impriſonmenr, 
= Baniſhment, or in Eſtate, for the Cauſe ot his Sacred Ma- 
jeſty. The 6th Edititon, now printed in 8vo. on a large 
Letter, and very much enlarged. To which is prefix'd, An 


Hiſtorical Preface, by a True Churchman, Price 45. 64. 
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Second Edition. Price 37. 


Perſon newly Confirmed by the Biſhop. Price 64. or two 
_ Guinears Huddted,) | nh è . ONE 
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Boots printed for. C. Rivington. 


© 16; The CauRisT1aNn's Duty from the Sacred Scriptures, 


In Two Parts. Part I. Exhortations to Repentance and 4 
Holy: Life. Of the Majeſty, Wiſdom, and Power of God, 
expreſſed in his Divine Attributes and Works. Of Man's 
true Happineſs, and wherein it conſiſts. Of Practical Atheiſm 
and Infidelity, &c. Part II. Devotions for the Cloſet; in 
-three Oihces for every Day in the Week; containing all 
that is neceſſary to be believed and practiſed, in order to our 


Eternal Salvation. The whole collected out of the Old and 


New Teſtamen?, and the Books of Wiſdom, Eccleſlaſticut, &c. 
The Second Edition. Price 5s. n 
17. A PENITENTIAL Office: or, A Form of Prayers, 
Supplications and Interceſſions on Behalf of the Church. 
Recommended to the Uſe of all ſuch as mourn for the 


8 of the Preſent Times, and tremble at the Proſpect 
of I e 


| mpending Judgment. Price & ͤ 


18. DEvorroN Revived: or, Safe and Eaſy Directions 
for a truly Religious Life. With a Character of the prin- 
cipal Virtues neceſſary for a Chriſtian. By a Divine of the 
Church of England. Compoſed at firſt for his own private 


Uſe, and now publiſhed for the common Good. The 


19. The Sick Max Viſited; and furniſhed with Inſtru- 


Ctions, Meditations and Prayers for putting him in mind of 
his Change, for ſupporting him under his Diſtemper, and 


for preparing him for, and carrying him through his laſt 
Conflttt with Death. By Nathanael Spinches, A.M. a 


Presbyter of the Church of Exgland. The Fourth Edition, 
_ corrected. To which is prefix d, A ſhort ount of the 
Life of the Reverend Author, and his Effigies curiouſly 
_ engraved” by Mr. Vertue. Price 5. 6. • 
20. SHORT INSTRUCTIONS for them that are preparing 


for Confirmation, by way of Queſtion and Anſwer z*to be 


uſed eſpecially by Godfarhers and Godmothers, or thoſe 


who bring Children to be Confirmed by the Biſnop. To 
which is added; 1. An Office or Form of Devotion for a 
Perſon who is preparing for Confirmation. 2. Advice to a 


EF. 


21. A LETTER to a Gentlewoman concerning Baptiſin. 


with a Prefatory Diſcourſe in relation to thoſe who differ A 
in Opinion or Practice from the Church of England, touch- 
ing that Sacrament. Alſo an Office or Form of Prayer for 


the Uſe of Adult Perſons. Price 15, | 
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